287.   LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI1

JOHANNESBtfiRG,

August 25, 1908

[MY DEAR   CHHAGANLAL,]

I have your letter. I am not -affected by what is happening there
regarding educated Indians. I shall deal with the thing, I hope, in the
Gujarati columns.2

Mr. Gordes3 writes to me saying that you are unbusinesslike. He
has not given me any concrete instances. I, therefore, do not know
on what he bases his conclusion. However, you should talk to him,
listen to him, and do exactly as he may suggest. You should give him
all the help you can, so that he may do justice to the position he is now
occupying. He is very methodical, and it may be that you will learn
a great deal from him.

Some Indians saw Harilal yesterday. They tell me that he was
looking perfectly healthy. He walked with a firm step, and, on seeing
them, he smiled several times which shows that he is not languishing.

Fours sincerely^

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy:  S.N. 4864

288.    TRIAL OF BHIKHABHAI D. MALIHA*
[JOHANNESBURG,
August 269 19081
In B Court, Johannesburg, on Wednesday, before Mr. H.H. Jordan, Mr. Bhikha-
bhai D. Maliha was charged under section 8, sub-section 3 of the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Act No. 2 of 1907 for failing to produce a registration certificate issued under
the Act on demand. Mr. Gandhi defended. Superintendent Vernon, who gave evidence
as to the arrest, stated that he had arrested the accused on instructions. He knew that
there were many Indians today in Johannesburg who had permits and old registration
certificates, but he was not instructed to take action against them, The accused, giving
evidence on his own behalf, stated that he was an old resident of the Transvaal and
1 The document being torn, the addressee*s name is missing.  As the letter deals
with affairs at Phoenix, it is taken to have been addressed to Ghhaganlal Gandhi.
2 Vide "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 480-1.
3 A German Theosophist in charge of the Phoenix School; came to India and
joined Gandhiji at Sevagram, where he died in 1960.
4 This appeared in Indian, Opinion under the title "A Tactless Prosecution9*.